
 



Sponsorship Invitation 
www.SunshineStateBookFestival.com 

Introduction 

The Writers Alliance of Gainesville (WAG), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, is hosting its 4
th

 

Annual Sunshine State Book Festival (SSBF) on January 27-28, 2023. WAG is recognized by 

other local arts and cultural organizations as providing quality support for existing and budding 

North Central Florida authors and illustrators. The annual book festival brings readers and 

writers together and celebrates North Central Florida’s growing influence in Florida’s literary 

arena and cultural heritage.  

 

The Saturday event is a 

celebration of learning 

and literacy that will be 

fun as well as 

educational, bringing 

together people of all 

ages who share a love of 

reading and who will 

leave the event inspired 

by their experiences. 

Visitors will have the 

opportunity to meet and 

talk with over 100 

authors, buy their books, 

and have them signed. 

Held at Trinity United Methodist Church in Gainesville, the event will also include guest 

speakers (TBA), author book talks, and a panel discussion on World-Building in literature. 

Alachua County students and other youth will be invited to join in activities geared for children, 

preschool through twelfth grade. WAG works closely with the Alachua County School Board to 

involve local youth in the Book Festival. 

 

The Event will be free and open to the public.  

 

WAG is inviting you, a member in good standing in the Gainesville Community, an opportunity 

to support this venture. 

https://www.sunshinestatebookfestival.com/


History 

The Sunshine State Book Festival started in 2020 with a bang! Three thousand patrons and 75 

authors attended the festival that was held in the Santa Fe College Fine Arts Hall. Even in 2021, 

COVID-19 did not shut-down the festival; we held it online. The website was live for six months 

and had over five thousand visitors and much activity. In 2022, the festival was held at the Oaks 

Mall with nearly100 authors from all over Florida. Five notable guest-speakers gave talks the 

following day at the Matheson History Museum. The Festival is gaining momentum and 

becoming a fixture in Gainesville’s cultural landscape. 

 

Sponsorships from friends like you contribute greatly to the festivals’ success. Data collected 

from the first three Sunshine State Book Festivals prove that investments from sponsors reach a 

large number of people within the North Central Florida community.  

 

 

Expectations of the 2023 Sunshine State Book Festival 

As this is the fourth Sunshine State Book Festival 

hosted by WAG, the expectations are high. WAG 

has established a framework for a smooth 

presentation of authors and books. WAG has 

generated three years’ worth of community 

interest and we will continue advertising and 

marketing to potential readers in North Central 

Florida. WAG has also created an outreach 

program to the Alachua County elementary 

schools and plans to bring in children and parents 

from the surrounding communities. Through this 

outreach, we are building a community of readers, 

and there is evidence that a literate community is 

healthier, happier, and more economically sound. 

We have taken steps to make this an inclusive Book Festival. After all, reading is for everyone, 

no matter race, religion, heritage, orientation, or economic status. First, we have already gathered 

writers from many diverse backgrounds including writers of color. Second, we have opened our 

event to participants from all across the United States and abroad. Third, we are supporting 

underrepresented and underserved communities through outreach to school systems and 

minority-dominant organizations. 



Tentative Itinerary 

 

Friday Evening, 7-9 PM 

o Meet-and-Greet reception for authors, guest speakers, and sponsors. 

o Opportunity for sponsors to meet and talk to authors   

Saturday, 10 AM-5 PM 

o 150 authors will discuss, sell, and sign their books at Trinity United Methodist 

Church. 

o Guest speakers, author book talks, and a panel discussion will be held throughout 

the day at half-hour intervals. 

 

 

 

Value of sponsorship for you 

 

Sponsorship of community events is socially, emotionally, and economically beneficial to your 

organization or business. By associating with positively charged, quality community events, your 

visibility, credibility, and good will are increased. The Sunshine State Book Festival offers you a 

way to broaden your profile and a chance to reach potential customers. By associating yourself 

with our cultural, community-outreach event, your organization will reap the rewards of your 

investment. All sponsors will be recognized on our website and in the printed program. Also, all 

sponsors will be thanked personally and recognized publicly for their community support and 

involvement. 

 

 

WAG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and your donation is tax deductible.  

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services: DTN: 3642940 License #: CH66096 

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of 

Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the state. 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) 

www.FloridaConsumerHelp.com. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or 

recommendation by the state. 

http://www.floridaconsumerhelp.com/


Sponsorship Levels 

 

Attaching your name to a recognizable community event brings your organization good will 

from the people within the community. WAG offers sponsors added benefits for the following 

generous contributions: 

 

Gold: $3,000 and Up (cash or in-kind)  
 

 Title-branded placement on all media platforms and printed materials: Sunshine 

StateBookFestival.com, Facebook.com, social media, banners, postcards, event 

programs, press release. “Sunshine State Book Festival presented by Your 

Company’s Name.” 

 Full-page, color ad in the event program 

 Invitation to the VIP Meet-and-Greet reception  

 

Silver: $1,000-2,999 (cash or in-kind)  
 

 Graphic Identity on festival website, printed programs, and press releases 

 Acknowledgment on SunshineStateBookFestival.com 

 Half-page, color ad in the event program 

 Invitation to the VIP Meet-and-Greet reception 

 

Bronze: $500-999 (cash or in-kind)  
 

 Graphic Identity on festival website, event programs, and press release 

 Acknowledgment on SunshineStateBookfestival.com 

 Quarter-page, color ad in the event program 

 Invitation to the VIP Meet-and-Greet reception 

 

Copper: $250-499 (cash or in-kind)  
 

 Acknowledgment on SunshineStateBookFestival.com 

 Eighth-page, color ad in the event program 

 Invitation to the VIP Meet-and-Greet reception 

 

Make sponsorship checks payable to Writers Alliance of Gainesville, and mail to:  

P.O Box 358396, Gainesville, FL 32635  

We also accept credit cards. Email treasurer@writersalliance.org for instructions. 

mailto:treasurer@writersalliance.org


Tentative Budget 

Advertising (print/electronic/ social media) $10,000 

Printing (banners, rack cards, maps, signage) $3,000 

Facility Rental  $2,000 

Welcome package for participants (itinerary, maps, instructions, 

snacks) 

$2,000 

Scholarship program and Essay Contest awards for Alachua County 

students 

$2,000 

Friday evening reception at Trinity United Methodist Church $1,500 

Lunches for volunteers and presenters $500 

TOTAL $21,000 

 

Request 

As you can see, this cultural event is a big undertaking. Members of the Writers Alliance of 

Gainesville are enthusiastic about reaching out to encourage reading and literacy in the multi-

cultural community.  

 

WAG is 100% volunteer run. Currently, our only source of income is membership dues. We are 

requesting monetary contributions to help make the Book Festival a success. Any donation is 

appreciated. 

 

Your point-of-contacts are Jenny Dearinger and Mallory O’Connor. If we can answer any further 

questions about your sponsorship, please contact one of us. If we cannot answer your questions, 

we will put you in touch with someone who can. WAG president, Jess Elliott, or our festival 

chairperson would be happy to discuss the Book Festival with you. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

Jenny Dearinger, WAG Vice-President 

(352) 316-3538 

Jenny.dearinger@gmail.com 

8692 NW 41
st
 Terrace 

Gainesville, FL 32653 

Mallory O’Connor, SSBF Coordinator and 

Past Chair 

(352) 466-3711 

oconnormallm@gmail.com 

mailto:Jenny.dearinger@gmail.com

